[A study of the demand for neuropediatric services in a general hospital. II. Reasons for consultation].
The ambit of the work of each medical specialty is determined initially by the consultations it receives. Study of this will contribute to discovering the needs of the population, to establishing diagnostic strategies in the commonest clinical conditions and to the design of the healthcare organization necessary to fulfil these needs. Material and methods. We reviewed the reasons for consultations for neurological problems in 2,046 children evaluated during a 5 year period, between May 1990 and May 1995 in the Hospital Miguel Servet in Zaragoza, which did not previously have such a specialist. The commonest reason for consultation was paroxystic disorders, which led to 33% of the consultations and affected 40% of the children seen. Other common causes of consultation, in decreasing order of frequency were: psychomotor retardation, head injury, perinatal distress, headache, disorders of movement, morphological changes, disorders of oculomotricity, visual disorders and acute encephalopathy.